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Hello everybody,  

Welcome to this month’s Viewpoint.  

Time has passed quickly once again, and we are already in our 

tenth month of this year. The new committee has settled in 

and all members are working well within their roles and  

responsibilities. We held our second management committee 

meeting and it went on very well.  

At the end of September, we reached 266 financial members 

which means we are a very large club which takes a lot of 

work to keep running smoothly and my thanks go to the  

committee members, coordinator committees, and helpers, 

for their hard work and dedication to keeping us afloat. The 

Castle Hill RSL club is running their annual election for their 

Board of Directors this month. Our status as one of the top 

photography clubs in NSW, if not Australia, owes much to the 

RSL’s board who have been supporting us tirelessly. I hope 

you can consider carefully who you are voting for and at the 

very least include the names of the current board members, 

who have been unfailing in their support for our club, in your 

vote.  

I am please to announce that we now have our Credit Card 

capability back on the air.  This is due in no small way to the 

persistence and dedication of our WebMaster, Mal Hobson, 

and a couple of other technology wizards who assisted with 

testing the significant number of changes required.  We are 

also running on an upgraded website which should keep us 

going for a while. This is a cost-effective solution achieved 

through a sustained effort over a significant period.  Well 

done! 

The Competition committee have made the selections for the 

FCC Interclub competition which is to be judged by the 21st of 

October with the Exhibition of entries open from 10:30am at 

St George Leagues Club, 124 Princes Highway, Beverley Park, 

NSW 2217.  I commend this exhibition to you as 41 members 

of our club are being showcased this year.  This is the most 

representative selection that CH RSL photographic Club has 

shown. 

Also, on the competition front, I would like to congratulate 

Pam Rhodes, our hard working and efficient Secretary, on 

gaining the Sutherland Shire National Exhibition of Photog-

raphy (SSNEP) Gold Medal for one of her 5 entries with three 

Acceptances.  We have achieved this recently with Karen 

O’Connor winning the Gold Medal.  Altogether we had 12  

entrants for 35 Acceptances out of a total of 520 entries.   

Peter O’Brien achieved a Highly Commended out of his 10  

Acceptances from 14 entries.    [see their images later—Ed.] 

Last month we again used our Members Judging system for 

our competition night.  The three judges and six commenta-

tors had a busy night with 150 images to review. 

In finishing, I would like to encourage all members to partici-

pate in as many club activities that your busy lives will permit. 

It is only by participation that you can maximise your enjoy-

ment and rewards of belonging to this great club.  

I would also like to say thank you to Geoff Rimmington for his 

wonderful action shot of me taken recently on a Club shoot at 

Wentworth Common.  That’s all I have for this month, please 

look for the Weekly Update email each week 

and other news on the Club’s website. 

Until next month, happy snapping!  

Regards 

Roger King  

President, Castle Hill RSL Photography Club 

From the President 
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From the Editor 

 

Hello Readers 

After surviving my first issue with a huge amount 
of help from Rosa and Ric and others, here is the 
first issue that I’ve done largely alone. Thank you 
for your favourable comments—keep them  
coming! 

This month we have both a  
“meet our member” (Maria Brear, “Nature”) and a 
“showcased” member  (Keith Mahoney, 
“Landscapes”).  
If you would like to submit work for these  
categories, you know what to do.  
If you really don’t want to, do it anyway … go on! 

And introducing this month an occasional puzzling 
photo in the “what/where/how is it?” category.  

See PUZZLE, overleaf and on page 53. 

There are some  more images from the Landscape 
SIG, featuring Dawn and Sunset shots among  
others. And some from the Nature SIG. And Les is 
here again with photo editing tips. And some imag-
es from the social club outing. And funny stuff. 

 

Cheers  

Barry Wilkins     editor@chrslphotographyclub.org 

Note for readers of Viewpoint in Acrobat Reader: 

Suggest go to View, Page Display,  

then choose 2 Page View,  

uncheck Show Gaps Between Pages and  

check Show Cover Page in Two Page View 

mailto:editor@chrslphotographyclub.org
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A  PUZZLE 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Barry Wilkins 
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What you have to do. 

 

1. Take a screenshot of this 

image (snip tool, SnagIt or 

Office screen-clipping) and 

load into a Word docu-

ment, or Photoshop. 

2. Place two green arrows 

pointing at two examples of 

protoctists. 

3. Place a white/black arrow 

pointing at an example of a 

fungus. 

4. Place five orange arrows 

pointing at five examples of 

different plants. 

5. Place two red arrows 

pointing at the heads of two 

animals (same species—oh 

no, I am giving you help!). 

6. Place another two red  

arrows pointing at the hind-

most and foremost points of 

the larger animal. 

7. Save as a document or jpg 

and email to editor, naming 

the animal species if you can. 
editor@chrslphotographyclub.org  

 

 

mailto:editor@chrslphotographyclub.org


Viewpoint - October 2018 - Issue No: 144                        Page 6 

 

Tell us about how you first  

ventured into photography.  

In 1989 I purchased a Canon camera, 

since that time I have always loved  

taking photos.  When travelling, pho-

tography allows me to record all the 

memorable moments, this is also true 

of any family events as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was your first camera and 

what do you use now?  

My first camera was a Canon Sure Shot 

35 mm film point shoot.  

 

My first digital camera was a Fuji  

Finepix S602 3.1mp. I really loved this 

camera, it had a 6x zoom lens with a 35 

mm equivalent focal length of 35mm to 

200mm, it also had quiet good macro 

capability. I also had a 1.5x converter 

lens that screwed onto the front of the 

lens.   

Since then I have had a: 

• Nikon D70, ( year 2004 to2008 ) 

• D90, (from 2008 to 2014) 

• D7100 ( Year 2014 to year 2018 )  

• and now a Nikon D500. 

which arrived a few days ago which  

I have not have a chance to use yet, 

although I used my husband's  D500 

two weeks ago at a Rodeo, I was very 

surprised when it rattled off 10 frames 

per second and just kept shooting as 

long as I kept the shutter button 

pressed, my 7100 at 6 frames per  

second would just stop after a few  

seconds and I often missed the action.   

I did mention to Rob my husband that 

this did not really seem fair, hence the 

D500 arriving a few days ago. 

 

Lenses: 

• Nikon 18-200 Travel Lens 

• Nikon 105 Macro Lens also good for  

portraits 

• Sigma 150-500 telephoto for 

shooting birds and sport and is my 

most used lens.  

Accessories: 

• SB900 flash 

• Manfrotto 190 Carbon fibre 

• Nest NT-530 H Carbon Fibre  

Gimbal head 

• Manfrotto 352 Ball Head. 

 

I really love the gimbal head, it has a 

really smooth fluid action and as the 

camera and lens are fully balanced it 

takes very little effort  to move it, you 

can also just let the camera go and it 

just stays there. I still have to go hand 

held for birds in flight but when they 

are in the trees it is excellent.  

What would you like to achieve 

with your photography? 

I would like to improve my skills using 

Photoshop, the problem is I enjoy  

 

 Meet our members... Maria Brear 
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being out shooting much more than 

being sat in front of a computer. 

Tell us about how you first came 

to CHRSLPC and what the club 

means to you? 

My husband who was already a keen 

photographer suggested that we both 

join the camera club and make photog-

raphy a hobby that we could enjoy to-

gether. 

CHRSLPC has not only allowed me to 

pursue photography but has intro-

duced me to many wonderful people 

who I now consider my friends . 

Are you drawn to one specific 

genre of photography and can 

you tell us why? 

I really love nature photography, both 

using my long lens for bird and animals 

and my macro lens for insects and 

plants. As well as enjoying the photog-

raphy I just love being out and observing 

nature, in particular birds. 

Any favourite photographers 

whose work you admire and 

why?  

I admire many of the photographers  in 

our club,  we have members that excel 

in all genres  of photography, creative, 

landscapes, seascapes, portraits, na-

ture and action photography. Geoff  

Higgins has entered some excellent 

bird photos and some of Rob Brear's 

photos are also OK. [only OK? - Ed.] 

I thought I had better add him to the 

list; he definitely helps me a great deal 

with any technical advice I need.  

Do you have a photographic 

‘moment/adventure’ you could 

share? 

It was on a camera club weekend 

outing to Taralga for the annual rodeo 

that is held there. I was kneeling down 

shooting through the fence when sud-

denly, a bull, after making short work 

of the rider came charging towards me. 

I thought the bull was going to jump 

over the fence or come straight 

through it. I found myself flat on my 

back, lens pointing skywards complete-

ly covered in dust. 

Can you tell us something we 

don’t know about you? 

My photos usually get entered well 

after 11 pm on the Sunday night before 

the Tuesday competition night.  

Do you have any other interests 

outside of photography? 

I love going away with my husband in 

our caravan but these trips also involve 

plenty of photography, sometimes 

skipping lunch because we get a bit 

carried away taking photos.  

Are there any comments you 

would like to add or anything 

else you would like to tell us 

about yourself? 

I would like to mention that 95% of my 

insect macro shots have been taken in 

my front and back yard, I am a very  

patient person who can spend a long 

time watching and waiting for  birds or 

insects to do something interesting 

that I can capture. 

 

 

See ahead for some of 

Maria’s images ... 
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Eastern Spinebill 

Images by  

Maria Brear 
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Checking ... 
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Blue Bee 

Images by  

Maria Brear 
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Fast Wings 

Images by  

Maria Brear 

Flowers for You, Darling 

 

Got it! 
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Images by  

Maria Brear Flying High 

 

It’s Mine! 
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September 2018 - Set (Macro/Close-up) Image of the Month - Digital 

“Out of Africa” by Tony Hicks 
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September 2018 - Set (Macro/Close-up) Image of the Month - Print 

“I Can Reach the Egg” by Michael Lucchese 
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“Milky Way” by Adalbert Dromblikovic 

September 2018 - Open Image of the Month - Digital 
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“Stranded” by Keith Mahoney 

September 2018 - Open Image of the Month - Print 

(see Showcased work by Keith Mahoney next  …) 
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Showcasing - Keith Mahoney  

I started taking photography seriously 

about 35 years ago, when I bought  

myself a Mamiya RB67 medium format 

film camera.  All decisions had to be 

made by the user as it was only a box, 

a lens and a film back.  So armed with a 

light meter and spot meter, I started 

shooting product shots for advertise-

ments in magazines and brochures for 

local companies.  Door to door selling 

was a bit easier in those days. 

I next bought an EOS 1 film camera and 

METZ CT60 flash and quickly pro-

gressed into shooting weddings for 

friends and friends of friends. I built a 

Black and White dark room and started 

taking head shots, promotional and 

program photographs for local ama-

teur theatre companies, all the while 

holding down a full-time job as a  

production manager in an engineering 

company. 

All this came to a crashing halt when 

my accountant said the tax man was 

going to investigate if I “had a hobby 

that was making money” or, as I was 

claiming, “a business that was losing 

money”.  

Children also started to arrive on the  

scene, making time to take serious  

photographs very scarce. 

By then digital photography was 

starting to become affordable, so I sold 

my analogue gear and invested in  

several digital camera systems over the 

following years.  I became lazy and 

more dependent on their metering  

systems, forgetting all that I had  

previously learned, as I was now taking 

photo’s only for fun, “happy snaps” as 

some would say. 

Roll forward to the last 3 years.  I now 

have plenty of time, as the children 

have long left home, I stopped football 

coaching etc and was wondering why 

my photography was so bad, when 

compared to the images by others in 

the magazines I was viewing. 

My big step forward was joining the 

Castle Hill RSL Photography Club.  I en-

tered thinking I knew a bit and quickly 

found out how much I didn’t know.  

With the age of digital, it is the post 

processing that is every bit, or more 

important than taking the photograph. 

In the first year, I entered a few club 

night competitions and was quickly dis-

heartened by the judge’s comments. 

However, as I am a person who doesn’t 

like to be beaten down, I listened to 

their comments, took a couple of other 

people’s advice and tailored my photos 

to what was perceived to be  

acceptable for competition.  It proved 

to be the correct decision as later in 

the year I achieved two images of the 

month. 

The next year I worked hard to pro-

gress from “B” grade, by carefully pick-

ing my photos and starting to print,  

I was now able to gained better marks 

and ended up with two more images of 

the month and a move up to “A” grade. 

This 2nd year improvement was due 

mainly to joining the Landscape SIG, as 

the people / photographers I had 

aligned myself with were also trying to 

learn new technologies both in taking 

and processing of photographs. 

Along the way, we had many strenuous 

and rewarding outings into the Blue 

Mountains, early morning sunrises by 

the sea and endless hours walking 

around the City shooting street  

photography, all the time sharing  

information about what we had learnt, 

either in practice or through YouTube 

videos. 
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Image of the Month - April 2016  

Rainbow Lorikeet  

The CHRSL Photographic Club has 

been a major influence on my photog-

raphy, as I watched many presenta-

tions, signed up for Sunday workshops 

and have seen outstanding work  

exhibited by others in club night com-

petitions.  All of this has inspired me to 

better my photography and post  

processing skills, which culminated in 

this September’s “Image of the 

Month” which is a photo put together 

in Photoshop from several photos  

I had taken, one standing on the roof 

of my house and the other, a SIG 

outing at Church Point. 

 

Keith Mahoney 

Further images by Keith on  

following pages in approximately  

chronological order 
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Keith Mahoney 
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Somersby - Lower Falls 

After the Rain  

Image Of the Month  

March 2017 

Bombo Quarry 2016 
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Broughton Street 2017 

Mahon Pool Sunrise 

Image of the Month  

May 2017 

Images by  

Keith Mahoney 
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Helensburg  

Glow Worm Tunnel 

3rd Image of the year 

2017 

 Terrace Fall 2017 
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River Caves Canyon 2018 

Images by  

Keith Mahoney 
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Wolgan View 

Dry Canyon 

2018 



Viewpoint - October 2018 - Issue No: 144                        Page 27 

 

Sydney Street 

Step into the Light 

2018 

Images by  

Keith Mahoney 
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Stranded 

Image of the Month 

Sept 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

This and previous works 

by 
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A good number, 17 plus, members turned up for our outing to Auburn Botanical gardens.   

The weather was fine and with the gardens putting on a great show of colour and blossoms  

together with a number of very cooperative models, in traditional dress, very willing to pose for 

our photographs.  

The Members Voting Competition once again showcased the quality of images our members 

produce, with the top 10 images being separated by 1.2 points based on average.    

The variety of images was remarkable.   

Congratulations to Jose Cincunegui for achieving first place with his image Don’t look at me, 

Terry Jenkins and Carol Abbott equally achieved the second highest points based on average 

with their images Here’s Looking at You (Terry Jenkins) and Gardens (Carol Abbott) with  

John O’Farrell’s image Blossom 

Overhead achieving third place.   

A big “thanks” goes to John and 

Sandy O’Farrell for organising this 

day out.  

 

Tom Brassil 

 

[Editor’s note:  

“Who are these guys?! …  

Why aren’t they in focus?”] 

Social Club – Members Voting Result 

Auburn Botanical Garden  August 16th 2018.  
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“Don’t Look at Me” 

Jose Cincunegui  

(1st Place) 

“Here’s Looking at You” 

Terry Jenkins  

(equal 2nd Place) 
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Gardens 

Carol Abbott 

(equal 2nd Place) 

Smiling 

Jose Cincunegui 
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Shyness 

Carol Abbott 

A Boy and a Girl  

Roger King 
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Images by John O’Farrell 

 

 

Blossom overhead  

In the Pink 
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Flautist 

Roger King 

Colours 

Barry Ormond 
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“Lovely” by Barry Ormond 

“Shy” 

& 

“Come On!” 

 

Marilyn Coventry  
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Images by  
Sandy O’Farrell 

 
 
Peacock 

 
Camellia 
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SOMETHING FUNNY (ISH) 
FOR THOSE WHO LOVE THE PHILOSOPHY OF AMBIGUITY, AS WELL 

AS THE IDIOSYNCRASIES OF ENGLISH:  

1. IF A PIG LOOSES IT'S VOICE - IT IS DISGRUNTLED! 

2. ATHEISM IS A NON-PROPHET ORGANIZATION.  

3. IF MAN EVOLVED FROM MONKEYS AND APES, WHY DO WE STILL 

HAVE MONKEYS AND APES?  

4. THE MAIN REASON THAT SANTA IS SO JOLLY IS BECAUSE HE 

KNOWS WHERE  ALL THE BAD GIRLS LIVE.  

5. I WENT TO A BOOKSTORE AND ASKED THE SALESWOMAN, 

"WHERE'S THE SELF- HELP SECTION?"  SHE SAID IF SHE TOLD ME,  

IT WOULD DEFEAT THE PURPOSE.  

6. WHAT IF THERE WERE NO HYPOTHETICAL QUESTIONS?  

7. IF A DEAF CHILD SIGNS SWEAR WORDS, DOES HIS MOTHER WASH 

HIS HANDS WITH SOAP?  

8. IF SOMEONE WITH MULTIPLE PERSONALITIES THREATENS TO KILL 

HIMSELF, IS IT CONSIDERED A HOSTAGE SITUATION?  

9. IS THERE ANOTHER WORD FOR SYNONYM?  

10. WHERE DO FOREST RANGERS GO TO "GET AWAY FROM IT ALL?"  

11. WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU SEE AN ENDANGERED ANIMAL 

EATING AN ENDANGERED PLANT?  

12. IF A PARSLEY FARMER IS SUED, CAN THEY GARNISH HIS WAGES?  

13. WOULD A FLY WITHOUT WINGS BE CALLED A WALK?  

14. WHY DO THEY LOCK GAS STATION TOILETS? ARE THEY AFRAID 

SOMEONE WILL BREAK-IN AND CLEAN THEM?  

15. IF A TURTLE DOESN'T HAVE A SHELL, IS HE HOMELESS OR  

NAKED?  

16. CAN VEGETARIANS EAT ANIMAL CRACKERS?  

17. IF THE POLICE ARREST A MUTE, DO THEY TELL HIM HE HAS THE 

RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT?  

18. WHY DO THEY PUT BRAILLE ON THE DRIVE-THROUGH BANK  

MACHINES?  

19. HOW DO THEY GET DEER TO CROSS THE ROAD ONLY AT THOSE 

YELLOW ROAD SIGNS?  

20. WHAT WAS THE BEST THING BEFORE SLICED BREAD?  

21. ONE NICE THING ABOUT EGOTISTS: THEY DON'T TALK ABOUT 

OTHER PEOPLE.  

22. DOES THE LITTLE MERMAID WEAR AN ALGAEBRA?  

23. DO INFANTS ENJOY INFANCY AS MUCH AS ADULTS ENJOY  

ADULTERY?  

24. HOW IS IT POSSIBLE TO HAVE A CIVIL WAR?  

25. IF ONE SYNCHRONIZED SWIMMER DROWNS, DO THE REST 

DROWN TOO?  

26. IF YOU ATE BOTH PASTA AND ANTIPASTO, WOULD YOU STILL BE 

HUNGRY?  

27. IF YOU TRY TO FAIL, AND SUCCEED, WHICH HAVE YOU DONE?  

28 WHOSE CRUEL IDEA WAS IT FOR 'LISP' TO HAVE 'S' IN IT?  

29. WHY ARE HEMORRHOIDS CALLED "HEMORRHOIDS" INSTEAD OF 

"ASSTEROIDS"?  

30. WHY IS IT CALLED TOURIST SEASON IF WE CAN'T SHOOT THEM?  

31. WHY IS THERE AN EXPIRATION DATE ON SOUR CREAM?  

32. IF YOU SPIN AN ORIENTAL MAN IN A CIRCLE THREE TIMES,  

DOES HE BECOME DISORIENTED?  

33. CAN AN ATHEIST GET INSURANCE AGAINST ACTS OF GOD?  

34. WHY DO SHOPS HAVE SIGNS, 'GUIDE DOGS ONLY', THE DOGS 

CAN'T READ AND THEIR OWNERS ARE BLIND?  

 

 

 

Supplied by someone high up in the echelons of the club—Ed. 
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Only in America!           Credit unknown Only in China!            Credit unknown 

Only in Australia!         
Credit to the driver (the Editor!) for this one. Doors 

can’t open, exhaust pipe under water—note map on 

dashboard—note sunroof (only means of escape). 

“Well done, Uncle Barry!”   

            Photo by James, Barry’s Godson 

Supplied by someone low down in the echelons 

of the club (the editor) —Ed. 
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Some Images from the  

Landscape Special Interest Group 

Balls Head 

by  

DAVID GROUNDWATER 

Canon 5D Mark 3, Lens: 70mm-200mm, Focal length 70mm, f/2.8 , 1 sec, ISO 100  
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TURIMETTA DAWN  
by  

DAVID GROUNDWATER 

Light painted the foreground 
Canon 5D Mark 3, Lens 25-70mm settings; Focal length 24mm, f/4, 10 sec, ISO 100 



Viewpoint - October 2018 - Issue No: 144                        Page 42 

 

Mahon Pool, Maroubra  

by Peter O’Brien 

Soft water effect at dawn 
Nikon D810, Lens 16-35mm; Focal Length 35mm, f/22, 2 sec, ISO 100  
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by Rosa Doric 

 

Canon 5D Mark 3 

Lens: 16-35mm 

Focal length 25mm 

f/4, 0.5 sec, ISO 100   
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maroubra  

by  

Peter Lees  

 

Canon 500D, Lens 10-22, Focal Length 17mm, f/11, 20secs, ISO 100, 6-stop ND filter  
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Norah Head 

By 

Rosa Doric 

 

Canon 5D Mark 3  

Lens 16-35 

Focal length 16mm 

f/18, 3.8 sec, ISO 100  
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Ebenezer 

by 

Jennifer Lees 

 

Canon 70D 

Lens 10-22mm 

Focal length 16mm 

f/4, 23 sec, ISO 400  
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Saratoga  

by 

Peter O’Brien 

Nikon D810, Lens 16-35mm, Focal length 16mm, f/11 , 15 sec, ISO 100  

3-stop ND filter  
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Reflected Dawn 

by 

Jennifer Lees 

 

Canon 70D, Lens 10-22mm, Focal length 14mm, f/11, 15 sec, ISO 100  
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Osprey 

By  Peter O’Brien 
Lens 500mm, f/8, 0.67EV, 1/4000 sec, ISO 2000, spot metering 

This image won a   Highly Commended award at the Sutherland Shire 

National Exhibition of Photography  
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Some Images from the  

NATURE Special Interest Group 

Alex Springall gave a slideshow last month depicting some macro 

work he has done locally. Here are a few images—thanks, Alex.

Spider catches Bee Hidden Spider 
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Ladybirds 3mm Garden Grub on Shoots 

Huntsman 

Honeybee 

Tiny Arachnid 
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Kookaburra  

on Shed 

Garden  

Cockatoo 

Images by Sarah 

Johnstone 
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Canon 5D MkII, 16-35 mm at 35 mm, 

1/50 sec, f/11, ISO100, no flash 

PUZZLE 2 

Room for another puzzle! 

Of what subject is this a photograph?  Where is it ? 

Which way was the camera pointing on the tripod? 

What notable people might have seen it before the photographic age? 
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PHOTOSHOP TIPS 

HOW TO MASK AND REPLACE A SKY USING BLEND-IF  

by Les Harvey 

  

 

 

 

What is Blend-If  

Replacing a sky can be difficult and time consuming particularly if the sky is showing through trees which have to 
be selected and changed.  

Replacing the sky using Blend-If is a fast and easy method, however most people avoid Blend-If because it can 
be scary and is not intuitive if you don’t understand the process.  

The Blend-If feature in Photoshop blends one layer with another layer depending on the content of either of the 
two layers. It can be used to replace a sky without having to make complex selections of the sky between the tree 
leaves and branches.  

Blend-If uses the Channel colours of Gray, Red, Blue or Green for blending. The default Blend-If colour is Gray, 

however the same principles apply if you change to a different blend colour. The key is how much white, black or 

shades of gray the element or the background has in it (or in our example blue), that will determine what is to be 

blended. Think of blending as allowing parts of one layer to show through parts of the other layer. 

In our example we will replaced the blue sky and clouds with the contents of the layer below which is the new sky. 

For an excellent video with a detailed and interesting explanation of Blend-If visit the Photoshop Training Channel 

on YouTube and select the PTC video at: - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAMXBYx0r5g 

Fig 2: New Sky Fig 1: Backyard 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAMXBYx0r5g
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How to find the Blend-If command  

Before you can use the Blend-If you need 2 layers to be able to blend them together, so…. 

Make a copy of the Background Layer (Ctrl-J) 

Select the top layer (which should now be called Layer Copy) 

There are 3 ways to open the Layer Styles panel which has the Blend-If feature, 

Right click on the layer’s thumbnail and select Blending Options from the drop-down list, or 

Click the fx button on the bottom of the Layer Panel and select Blending Options from the drop-down list, or  

The easiest is double click next to the layer thumbnail (not on the name) which will open the Layer Style panel 

At the bottom of the Layer Style panel is the Blend-If section which has sliders for This Layer and sliders for the Underlying Layer. In this 
example we will use the sliders for This Layer to change parts of the image that have not been selected (the sky) and replace it with another sky and 
clouds.   

Instructions for the Underlying Layer is identical, the only difference is one works for the top layer the other for the below layer. 

  
How does the Blend-If work?  

The default colour for the Blend-If is Gray, but 

you can change it to one of the other Channel 

colours of Red, Blue or Green.  

If you change it to Blue and move the White 

slider to the center it will hide the blue pixels in 

the top layer image, if you move it all the way to 

the left it will hide all colours except the  

opposite of blue which is yellow.  

The Red slider works the same way hiding red 

or the opposite colour of cyan. The Green slider 

hides either green or the opposite colour of  

magenta. 

Moving the Black slider towards the center will 

hide the opposite colour (yellow) and retain the 

blue. 
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NOTICES 

Landscape SIG - Monday 15th October 2018 - 7.30pm in Phoenix Room 

Portraiture SIG (Portrait Interest Group) - Tuesday 16th October 2071 - 7.30pm  
Phoenix  Room - Email: Koen vk2zha@gmail.com 
 

Social Outing - Wednesday 24th October 2018  - 4 pm. Sculptors By the Sea. We 
will be starting at Icebergs and proceeding from there. More detail will follow closer 
to the event. Marilyn Coventry is leading this event. 
 

Morning outing: Sunrise Tour Tin City. Sunday 28th October 2018.  Cost $35 (note this 

may be cheaper and we will refund the difference). What is Tin city according to one story Tin City was  
started by homeless men during the Depression? When World War II came along, these men went off to war. 
By the time they came back, their huts had been buried by sand, so they rebuilt them, using driftwood and 
old military crates that washed up. A better description is the photos on the web, for example  As the only 
way to access is by 4  wheel drive we have organised a tour led by Port Stephens 4 wheel drive tours  (sorry 
on this club excursion you cannot take your own  
vehicle as we have organised a large 4 wheel drive bus 
to take us). Departure is from Anna bay at the north 
end of Stockton beach. Local breakfast after the event 
is at Rubi Blu Café very close to where we return. Tom 
Brassil will need numbers to allow us to book. See  
website to book. $35. You must arrange travel and  
accommodation for the Saturday night.                            

 

Audio Visual Group - Tuesday 30th October 2018 - 7:30pm Gallery Room.  
Alia Naughton. 

mailto:vk2zha@gmail.com
https://www.flickr.com/search/?text=tin%20city%20stockton
http://www.portstephens4wd.com.au/


Viewpoint - October 2018 - Issue No: 144                        Page 61 

 

Tuesday 9th October 2018 - Workshop Night  

Drone Photography.   

Evan Zell, cinematographer and UAV (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) operator  will talk about drone operation in photography and videogra-
phy.  www.evanzell.com.au  .       Evan Zell is an Australian based Cinematographer, UAV pilot and Colourist with nearly 10 years of experience in video 
production. The extensive range of work he has completed over the years covers a wide range of projects. Having been a cinematographer on many lei-
sure/lifestyle TV shows, government construction projects, documentaries, content marketing videos and television commercials, Evan has developed 
experience on many levels.  Evan's versatility and rare ability to pay strong attention to detail make him the ideal cinematographer for 
your assignment.  His experience across many genres inspires confidence and unparalleled professionalism so you can be sure your job is done right. 
Evan is based both in Sydney and the Central West of NSW, making both city and country filming convenient and cost-effective to his clients. 
Dragon Image will be present to display a number of drones of various types. 

 

 

 Sunday 14th October 2018  
Introduction to Editing Images 

 Specifically designed to get you hands-on experience in editing images using either 

• Photoshop 

• Photoshop Lightroom 

You will need to register for one of these programs, as you can only sit in for one on the day. 

Photoshop. 
During the day, will be in a small group of up to 4 students. Each group will have its own Mentor to guide you through the program operation in a  
structured way. 

All images used for the day are supplied. There are handouts to use during the day and a more detailed take home a hand out for you to use when  
practising your new knowledge. 

If you have a laptop computer with Photoshop or Photoshop Elements installed, bring it with you in case we need it. Be advised that each group will 
only have one laptop running and each student in the group will use that. 

Photoshop Lightroom. 
During the day you will be guided through the features of the program in a group situation. 

The day starts at 10:00 am (be there before this so we can start on time) and finishes around 4:00 pm 

Cost is $30 which includes lunch.  Please advise when booking if you have any special dietary requirements (we will try to accommodate this). Lunch will 
be sandwiches, tea/coffee/cold drinks 

Booking and pre-payment is essential as we have to book lunches with the RSL. Booking is final once bookings close as after we advise the RSL they are 
unable to change the lunch order. 

http://www.evanzell.com.au
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Tuesday 23th October 2018 - Competition Night  
Digital Closes: 21-10-2018 <> Prints Close: 23-10-2018 

 

Judge: Peita Ward  

The set subject for this month is: “Stop and Think” 

 

 The set subject for this month is "Stop and Think".  

This set subject is about story telling with images. The challenge is to make the viewer wonder about what he or she sees in the image. 

You want to evoke people’s curiosity about the subject, about the subject’s context or its surroundings. You want them to raise  

questions like “What is that?”, “What is happening there and why?”, Why would anyone do that?”, “Is that the future of our planet?” 

or “Are people really that crazy?”.  

This is an exercise in dissecting an image and visual thinking skills. Is it just a nice image or does the image contain a message you 

have to discover by looking more closely at the image? For you to enter a powerful image you will have to understand the image your-

self. You must ask yourself if this is the most effective way to portray the subject or situation. What can I do to make it stronger?  

 “Schoolchildren peered in at Paul Hutton, a London Zoo 

employee, in an enclosure at the zoo where he is in an ex-

hibit on the human habitat. ‘Room with a Zoo’ is a custom 

built enclosure, designed to resemble a human’s natural 

habitat as closely as possible. The exhibit will give visitors 

the opportunity to learn more about the effect humans are 

having on the world around them.” The photographer is 

Matt Dunham.  

You can train your brain by carefully looking at other peo-

ple’s images, especially those in newspapers, and asking 

yourself questions like:  

• What is going on in this picture?  

• What do you see that makes you say that?  

• What more can you find?  

The most important aspect of the image for this set subject is what the image has to say, the story in the image, the emotion it evokes 

in the viewer. Because we are a photography club and not a newspaper, you are allowed to alter reality and to post-process the image 

to your heart’s content. The message doesn’t need to reflect the actual scene. The image may be enhanced to make the message/story 

stronger. It is also allowed to completely construct an image to get the message across. The usual requirement applies that all elements 

used in the image must be the author’s original work.  
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A demonstrator protesting the death of Mr. Sterling in Black Lives 

Matter demonstrations was detained by the Baton Rouge police.  

Photograph by the Reuters journalist  

Jonathan Bachman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The worker Fermin Pena attempts to repair a broken pipe in  

Caracas, Venezuela. According to the photographer Rodrigo Ab,  

it is symbolic for how people in Venezuela are trying to keep their 

heads above water in economically difficult times. The image won 

second place in the Everyday Life category in the Pictures of the 

Year Latin America 2013 contest.  

 

The story in the image should generate intrigue and  

invite the viewer to dwell longer on the image  

to see what else that may be there, what may not be  

obvious at first glance. Hence, ‘Stop and Think’  

 

     

    Image by Giuseppe Palmisano  

 

 

The judge for this competition is Peita Ward.  

We will start the evening with Open Subject prints,  

followed by Open Subject projected images. After the 

break, we continue with the Set Subject prints followed 

by the Set Subject projected images.  
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More NOTICES 

 

FCC Interclub exhibition: Sunday 21st October 10:30am at  
St George Leagues Club, 124 Princes Highway, Beverley Park, NSW 2217. 

Nature & Sports Action SIG - Monday 19th November 2018 - 7:30pm in Gallery Rm 

Mini Print Night - Tuesday 4th December 2018  

Christmas Party - Saturday 15th December 2018  

 

SnapSydney 

Join the social media celebration that captures what we love about where we live.  
Tag #SnapSydney and #hillsshiretimes or #rousehilltimes on Instagram for your chance to 
see your photos in the paper or online.  
Images should be no smaller than 500kB and in JPEG format as an attachment. 
See snapsydney.com.au for terms and conditions. 

Photographers are also welcome to email their photos to Stacey Roberts at news.com.au  
if they prefer - stacey.roberts@news.com.au 

http://snapsydney.com.au
mailto:stacey.roberts@news.com.au


Viewpoint - October 2018 - Issue No: 144                        Page 65 

 

Lecture Night – Tuesday 6th November 2018 at 7:30 in Phoenix room 

For those interested in HDR and creative processes then we have the presenter for you.  

 
Philip Johnson  

is an award winning Sydney 
based photographer who  
specialises in High Dynamic 
Range Photography (HDR). 

His work has featured in  
numerous publications, tourism 
campaigns and wall murals. It is 
available for sale on Red Bubble 
and he has his own jigsaw puzzle 
collection available through lead-
ing retail stores including Big W. 

Philip is generous with his 
knowledge, organising many  
photography opportunities for 
those photographers lucky 
enough to know him and when 
leading Scott Kelby's World Wide 
Photo Walks, Phil's group was 
the one that booked out fast.   

When it comes to capturing  
Australia's iconic landscape in all 
its colours, Philip's work leads the 
pack. 

Don’t miss this lecture! 

Images by  

Philip Johnson 
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Castle Hill RSL  

PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 
 

The Castle Hill RSL Photography Club was formed in 1994 as the Hills Photographic Society.  The club is an informative social 

club with friendly competitions, social outings and events and is one of the largest in Australia and has a current membership 

of around 270.  Members have a diverse range of experience and talent and are always willing to share their knowledge. 

 A strong point of the club is the emphasis on training, with a dedicated Training Coordinator who oversees all aspects of the 

club’s training program.  The main training events each year are a Getting to Know Your Camera day and Introduction to  

Editing images day, both held 3 times each year at a very reasonable cost.  Other workshops on intermediate and advanced 

photography are held regularly depending on presenter availability.  

The club meets three times a month on the first, second and fourth Tuesdays at 7:30pm, unless otherwise stated,  

at the Castle Hill RSL Club 

Call: 02 8858 4800 or go to www.castlehillrsl.com.au 

 

Our Monthly Program  

First Tuesday: Lecture night. 

An experienced photographer, artist or specialist talks about their style of work. 

 

Second Tuesday: Workshop night.  

A presentation of one individual members work in the form of a short 5 minute AV. 

A short presentation by an experienced club member on Photoshop tips and techniques.  

A workshop night where an experienced photographer talks about how they create their images. This is generally a very  

informal night where other members or visiting experts discuss issues of relevance with the presenter or other members. 

 

http://www.castlehillrsl.com.au/
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Fourth Tuesday: Competition Night. 

Members submit either digital images or prints to be judged by an independent external judge.  Awards issued to the  

member counts towards a yearly point score system and a trophy. The judge generally discusses the merits of each photo and 

provides comments on how improvements can be made. This is an excellent way to improve your photography. 

Competition Grading System 

The club has a competition grading system that is designed to allow the member to advance their skills so they can advance 

their photographic skills.  On attaining a standard assessed by the competition committee each year a member will be  

promoted from B grade to A grade. Full details are available in the competition documents on the club website. 

Special Interest Groups 

The club also has a number of special interest groups (SIG’S) for portrait, landscape, audio visual and portfolio production that 

meet regularly during the year. Participation in these groups is open to any financial member of the club. 

Social Activities 

We have outings several times a year with the objective of improving your photography as well as meeting and socialising 

with other members.  

At the beginning of each year we publish our program for the next twelve months. The program varies every year and we try 

to have competition subjects that stretch members’ creative limits.  

The only equipment you require is a film or digital camera, and an interest in improving your photographic skills.  

The social side of the club is very important to us. We like to have fun and a chat during supper and after the meeting. 

Before you can become a member of the Castle Hill RSL Photography Club it is a prerequisite that you are a member of either 

the Castle Hill RSL or Parramatta RSL clubs. The membership application form for the Castle Hill RSL is available here or at the 

membership office of the club.  Unfortunately this means that members must be over the age of 18 so we are unable to  

accept junior members.  This is complicated by the fact that any club members involved in dealing with juniors would have to 

undergo a working with children check which is impractical for our club given the number of members this would require. 

 

Further details about the club and its activities can be found on the club’s website,  

https://www.chrslphotographyclub.org 

http://www.castlehillrsl.com.au/membership
https://www.chrslphotographyclub.org
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Castle Hill RSL Photography Club 

Castle Hill RSL Photography Club 

Atrium Castle Hill RSL 

Level 6, 77 Castle St 

Castle Hill, NSW 2154  
 

PO Box 25 

Castle Hill NSW 1765 
 

 

Viewpoint Contributions  

Viewpoint depends on them! 

If you have any articles that may be of interest to our members, please email them 
to: 
editor@chrslphotographyclub.org  
 

Articles could include: 

Camera hints, Photoshop hints, Holiday photography and/or Local Photo-shoots, 
awards, competitions, exhibitions, upcoming events, workshop and Lecture reports, 
recommended Book reviews, reports etc. 

Don’t be limited by this list. Anything that might interest photographers is  
acceptable. 

Please send articles in Microsoft word or plain text format with photos attached as 
separate files. Submitted images should be a JPG file with a size of 1 MB to 2 MB 
(maximum 2MB).  

In order to ensure your article is included in the next Viewpoint magazine, please 
submit it by the 20th of the month.  

DISCLAIMER: No responsibility is accepted by the Castle Hill RSL Photography Club (The Club) for the accuracy of any information contained in the text, 
photographs or advertisements in any issues of Viewpoint. Information contained within does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Club, nor does it 
infer endorsement by the club. 

Training Coordinator: 

Steve Castle 

training@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Membership Secretary: 

Michael Schwarcz 

membersec@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Webmaster 

Mal Hobson 

webmaster@chrslphotographyclib.org 

 

Enquiries Officer: 

Alia Naughton  

enquiries@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Magazine Editor: 

Barry Wilkins 

editor@chrslphotographyclub.org 

Lecture Coordinator: 

Rick Logan 

lecture@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Competition Coordinator: 

Peter O’Brien 

competition@chrslphotographyclub.org  

 

Social Coordinator: 

Tom Brassil 

social@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Member Benefits Coordinator: 

Paul Sweatman  

benefits@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Publicity Coordinator: 

Julia Zhao 

publicity@chrslphotographyclub.org  

President: 

Roger King 

president@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Vice President: 

Graham Gard 

vpresident@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Immediate Past President: 

Jason Pang 

pastpresident@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Treasurer: 

Gordon Fagg 

treasurer@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Secretary: 

Pam Rhodes 

secretary@chrslphotographyclub.org 

mailto:editor@chrslphotographyclub.org?subject=CHRSLPC%20Editor%20Email
mailto:training@chrslphotographyclub.org
mailto:membersec@chrslphotographyclub.org
mailto:webmaster@chrslphotographyclib.org
mailto:enquiries@chrslphotographyclub.org
mailto:editor@chrslphotographyclub.org
mailto:lecture@chrslphotographyclub.org
mailto:competition@chrslphotographyclub.org
mailto:social@chrslphotographyclub.org
mailto:benefits@chrslphotographyclub.org
mailto:publicity@chrslphotographyclub.org
mailto:president@chrslphotographyclub.org
mailto:vpresident@chrslphotographyclub.org
mailto:pastpresident@chrslphotographyclub.org
mailto:treasurer@chrslphotographyclub.org
mailto:secretary@chrslphotographyclub.org

