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Hello everybody, welcome to this month’s Viewpoint.  

Our club membership currently stands at 250 members 
as of 1st May 2018. After the membership renewal date 
in March, we had a normal drop in renewing membership 
numbers but we are continuing to gain members with 
new members signing up in March and April. 

Recently we held our renowned Getting to Know Your 
Camera Day during which new members are assisted 
with increasing their knowledge of their chosen camera 
brand and then participating in some practical exercises.  
We also held a Proshow Gold workshop for those dipping 
their toes into audio-visual waters for the first time 

During May, our special interest groups (SIG) meetings 
will continue to be a forum for discussing topics of inter-
est, sites to be visited (weather and tides permitting) and 
showing the fruition of our projects. We are in the pro-
cess of creating a new SIG for members interested in Na-
ture and Sports photography.  We have a volunteer coor-
dinator to kick this group off but if you feel this is your 
forte and would like to have a go at coordination on a bi-
monthly basis, don’t be bashful. 

Our club is hosting the Sydney West Interclub photog-
raphy competition this month.  It will be held at our club 
on Wednesday 30th May 2018. Each competing club has 
been requested to submit 10 projected images, 10 colour 
prints and 10 mono prints.  The Judge has been selected 
and it will be an interesting night as the three clubs vie 
for high scores and the title of Champion Club for 2018. 

Our Competition nights are well supported with 34% of 
members submitting quality images for judging.  Our B 
graders gain by having constructive comments made to 
assist them in submitting better images in each subse-
quent competition, varied subjects notwithstanding. 

On the Social side, we, recently, have had outings to the 

International Horse Trials Cross Country event, which, 
even though we got wet early on, turned into an inter-
esting and varied day. We also ventured back to Mount 
Wilson looking for lots of changing leaf colours.  This tim-
ing is always difficult to judge and perhaps we were a few 
days early for this year.  However, a good number of club 
members and a few visitors hiked up to the Blue Moun-
tains for an interesting day. 

I would like to remind members that our sub-committee 
groups such as the Training team, Social team and Com-
petition team are constantly looking for interested mem-
bers to join them. Should any of you be willing to be part 
of these teams, please feel free to approach the nomi-
nated team coordinators or myself. 

Later in the year we will be holding our AGM in August 
and new committee members will be elected for follow-
ing year. Some of the current committee members may 
not be standing for next year and if you feel that you can 
contribute to the management of the club in one way or 
another, please don’t hesitate to approach myself to dis-
cuss how you can fit into our committee roles. 

 

Until next month, happy snapping!  

 
 

 

Regards 

Roger King  

 

President 

Castle Hill RSL Photography Club 

From the President 
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Hello Readers 

This is the best time of the year to get some great fall colors and also start some Astro Photography. The Milky Way also 

comes  into its own during the cooler months and you will get some brilliant images.  So send your landscapes and your 

Astro images my way please.  

Rosa Doric 

editor@chrslphotographyclub.org 

mailto:editor@chrslphotographyclub.org
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May 2018 - Set Image of the Month - Digital 

“Rachel lights up” by Geoff Sharpe 
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May 2018 - Set Image of the Month - Print 

“Phone drop” by Fred King 
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May 2018 - Open Image of the Month - Digital 

“Quick snack” by Rob Brear 
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May 2018 - Open Image of the Month - Print 

“On the wing” by Patricia Sheumack 

No Image available  
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 Meet your committee... 
 

Gordon Fagg  CHRSLPC Treasurer 

Tell us a little about your position in 

the committee; 

 

How long have you been a in the CHRSL 

Photography Club Committee as Lecture 

Coordinator?  

That would be about eight months now 

 

Tell us a little about what your role en-

tails and what responsibilities as a Lec-

ture Coordinator are. 

The primary responsibility is to do the 

Banking of money, recording deposits, 

marking off receipts, paying bills and pro-

ducing financial statements every month. 

 

How did you get into this role and have 

you held other committee positions?  

Mal Hobson was looking for a break so I 

volunteered to take on the role. 

 

Obviously, it’s not the money so what 

do you find rewarding in this role? 

The Club needs a Treasurer so I thought 

with my background as a Chartered Ac-

countant that I could probably manage.  

 

Tell us a little about yourself as a 

photographer; 

Tell us about how you first ventured into 

photography.  

I thought that since I had joined a pho-

tography club I should make an effort to 

take some images. This is my first ven-

ture into photography. 

 

What was your first camera, and what 

do you use now.  

I haven't really ever had a camera. I used 

a Ricoh which unfortunately got wet in 

the Murray River. I also used an Olympus 

Em1 in Kenya (which is where the follow-

ing images were taken). 

 

Tell us about how you first came to 

CHRSL PC and what the club means to 

you?  

I came to the Club because my wife, Mar-

garet, has been a long standing member  

  

Do you have a favourite photographer/s 

whose work you admire and why?  

I really like the work of Eugene Atget who 

took lots of images in the early 1900’s.  

It is so good that he had the foresight to 

record the landscapes while they were 

available . 
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Helping Hand 
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High View 
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Grey Crowned Crane 
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Goat Herder 
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Over View 
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The Kill  
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Giraffe Cross the Plain  
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Mothers support 
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Rhino Cleaning Station Article and images by Gordon Fagg 



Viewpoint - May 2018 - Issue No: 139                        Page 18 

 

WHAT IS PHOTOGRAPHY?  

 

“Photography is part art, part science and part magic”  One of my teachers Geoff McGeachin said that to 

me and it really stuck!! 

 

My name is Darren Saul, I’m a photographer and I love it! 

 

Photography is about creativity and creativity is about choices. There are many choices in photography but 

one choice we have is whether to produce our work in COLOUR or in B&W. I love both but they are very 

different disciplines.   

 

We can all read the definition of B&W photography on Wikipedia but for me B&W photography is about 

peeling back/removing potential distractions of colour to reveal the essence and emotion of a scene.  

 

Colour can be very distracting and good colour photography is another art-form altogether where colour is 

often the subject of the photograph – more about that another time..  

 

MONOCHROME 
 

by Darren Saul 
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There are 3 elements to any photograph:  

 

• CONTENT  

• COMPOSITION 

• LIGHT 

 

And these are even more important in B&W photography because you no longer have colour to rely on.  

Image by Darren Saul 

Image by Darren Saul 
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Let’s focus on composition for a second.. 

 

There are many ways to compose a photograph. Here are just a few: 

 
• POSITIVE / NEGATIVE SPACE 

 Positive space is your point of interest and negative space is everything else 

• LAYERING 

• JUXTAPOSITION  

• LEADING LINES  

• FRAMES  
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• RULE OF THIRDS 

  NOTE: For me though - nothing trumps CONTENT & EMOTION!! 

Now sometimes just converting your images to B&W will really make your photos come alive. However it is 

very valuable to learn to see in B&W from the start. 

 

If colour isn’t adding anything to your photograph  – JUST REMOVE IT! 

Image by Trent Parke 
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HOW TO PHOTOGRAPH IN B&W: 

Tones and Contrast  

Practice seeing in tones i.e. Dark vs. Light tones and try to avoid too much grey 

Grass will be grey in B&W (look for something on it with a different tone to break it up) 

Blue sky will be grey in B&W (look for clouds to break it up and add contrast) 

I love overcast days because the sky is white in B&W - more contrast. 

Image by Eve Arnold 
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Image by Helmut Newton 
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Shape and Form 

Again - when you peel back to the basics the content is so important! 

Look out for strong shape and form to make your images bold and striking - geometry 

Shadows help to define shape and form 

Image by Dennis Stock 



Viewpoint - May 2018 - Issue No: 139                        Page 25 

 

Texture and Detail 

Texture and detail help place the viewer in the scene 

Side lighting is a very important element in revealing texture / detail – this can be natural or artificial (flash) 

One more great quote to leave you wanting more.. 

“Photography is a gift. You don’t take photographs, you’re given them”  

Stephen Dupont 

Image by Jacob Aue Sobol 
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My name is Darren Saul, I’m a photographer and I love it! 

My passion is documentary/street photography but I find myself constantly re-inventing myself and that’s 

what makes it so much fun. 

Commercially I work as an event photographer (private and corporate) in Sydney but I have been asked to do 

portraiture, headshots, editorial and even fashion. I'm also a photography tutor. 

After studying at the Australian Centre for Photography I was completely hooked and I quickly realised that 

photography was going to be something much more than just a hobby for me - photography is both my 

obsession and my meditation! 

I love people and I feed off their energy. When I photograph I get close and I get right in the middle of the 

action. 

When you work with me you will be working with a consummate professional who 

knows how to create a fun experience and leave you with a lasting memory. 

 

 

FOR LOADS OF  

GREAT COURSES  

AND  

WORKSHOPS  

JOIN US AT  

THE APERTURE 

CLUB! 
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 DARREN SAUL - SUSPENDED ANIMATION  

 0414659800 

 darren@suspendedanimation.com.au  

 www.suspendedanimation.com.au  

Image by Darren Saul 

mailto:darren@suspendedanimation.com.au
http://www.suspendedanimation.com.au
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Les Harvey 

photographic tour  

CUBA  
Cuba is an island to overload your senses, from the exotic rhythms of salsa and rumba emanating from every comer, the in-

credible architecture, the street life and the sense of a country lost in the 1950’s. What better place to want to go take photo-

graphs? Cuba will offer you unparalleled opportunities to capture amazing images of a country trapped in time, but time will 

not be standing still for long. As new opportunities for tourism and business take hold in the next few years the qualities that 

make Cuba unique will diminish and therefore the images we are able to capture will change with it. Now is the time to seize 

this opportunity to capture this amazing country before it surges forward in time.  

(extract from Malcolm Fackender’ tour brief ) 
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14 Day photographic tour with Malcolm Fackender - Spot-
light On Asia tour company. 
Malcolm has lectured at the CHRSLPC on numerous occasions 
on travel and composition 
 

 
• 7 days in Havana, 
• 2 days Vinales, 
• 1 day Playa Larga,  1 day Cienfuegos, 
• 3 days in Trinidad. 

 

The tour was excellently planned, all accommodation, 
transport, meals and drinks
tour (
 
Cuba is a photographers heaven for colour and subject ma-
terial, it is very safe and friendly.
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The tour was excellently planned, all accommodation, 
transport, meals and drinks were included in the cost of the 
tour (except the extra Pina Coladas). 
 
Cuba is a photographers heaven for colour and subject ma-
terial, it is very safe and friendly. 

Highly recommended if you want to go to  
that special place. 
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CAPITOLIO 
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 National 

theatre  
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Cienfuegos
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Cienfuegos 
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A very poor fishing village 
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Trinidad de Cuba
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Trinidad de Cuba 
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End part 1  
 

The Pebble 

House 

Article and Images by Les Harvey 
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The Art of Seeing 
"I didn't choose photography, photography chose me" 

My journey with a camera started in 2012 ... I took up photography when I 

lived in Queenstown, New Zealand. I joined a camera club to learn more 

about photography, I was hooked!! I was always looking for that next loca-

tion to take my camera. 

Since then I have developed my craft by attending courses, going on pho-

tography tours and workshops with some of the leaders in the photography 

industry in Australia and New Zealand. I am passionate about capturing the 

beauty of the world around us .... landscape, urban, trees, flowers, patterns, 

textures, shapes in nature. 

Photography has taken me to some amazing places. I've clocked up a lot of kilometres to get to a destination, got up 

at some weird hours to capture a sunrise, climbed rocks, walked through mud and water, fallen over on more than 

one occasion, dropped my camera and lenses and so much more. Along the way I have been lucky to win Gold, Silver 

and Bronze at major photography competitions. What an adventure it's been!! 

“The question is not what you look at but what you see."  David Thoreau 

How do you see the world around you? Do you often see what others miss or are you inclined to miss what others 

see? You are not alone if the art of seeing has escaped you! 

Trying to get it all into a single frame is part of the problem. The other part is not knowing the vision of your lenses, 

as well as being averse to considering different points of view. 

Inspiration. It's the driving force that spurs people to do great things, create beautiful works of art, build miraculous 

architectural wonders, and strive to victory and success. Inspiration pulls us in to do what we dream of doing, to 

make something out of nothing, and to go beyond our own expectations. It helps us be who we are meant to be. 

The thing is, you can't just pull inspiration out of thin air whenever you want to, but you can search for it. To become 

inspired you need a catalyst, something that lights a fire under you and makes you think of "that one thing" you were 

so desperately searching for, but didn't know where to start. Sometimes the most random events can spawn the 

most creative endeavours, and most of the time they happen when we least expect it. 
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When I'm in a creative slump or just don't know what I want to photograph, one of the simplest things I can do is 

look at other people's photos. I want to find images that invoke an emotional response and make me react, images 

that give me a "lightbulb moment" where something completely random and unexpected pops into my brain. Where 

do you start looking for beautiful, inspiring, and thought-provoking imagery? When you find the inspiration you're 

looking for, the next best thing you can do for yourself is to bookmark it for later reference. 

One of the easiest ways to suppress creativity is to have too many options. When I'm confronted with aisles and 

aisles of possibilities at the grocery store, I'm often at a loss for what to cook. Frozen into indecision by too many 

choices, I usually end up buying the same groceries I got the week prior. In other words, I feel lost and flustered 

when I have too many options in front of me. Mildly frustrating while shopping, this same effect can be disastrous on 

a shoot. From lenses to subjects to locations to lights, the list of options goes on and on. 

Becoming predictable in these choices while trying to get the "perfect" shot is all too easy, but can result in sacrific-

ing the actual experiences you are immersed in. 

Unlock choice paralysis by limiting yourself. Yes, limiting. 

Limit Yourself 

One Camera, One Lens: Whether it's a photo walk or a journey through a foreign marketplace, using just one camera 

and one lens can not only be freeing, it can also help you see your surroundings differently. My typical routine is to 

pick a "one-camera-one lens" setup and then see what I can find. 

Do not focus on technique for techniques sake. Try to discover what it means to see rather than merely looking. 

Once you discover that technique is merely a detail, you will be free to create images that will change the world of 

those who view them. Make your images more emotionally charged, rather than technically excellent. 

Pick a Theme: 

The next time you are out with your camera, give yourself a theme to centre your photographs around. Pick some-

thing as basic and simple as a colour or shape, or go more abstract with an emotion or concept. Once you start focus-

ing on something small or specific, your eyes will open up to things you may have never noticed otherwise. 

Why? 

This simple question can take many forms, and the answers can be complicated, but taking photos without knowing 

the why leaves you adrift, and your photos will suffer. 
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Why take photos? 

This is the big, broad, philosophical question, and the most easily ignored. Many budding photographers pick up a 

camera, and start shooting things that look cool: sunsets, babies, animals, landscapes. This is all great, and much can 

be learned with this scattered approach, but you can only go so far before the motivation starts to run dry and you 

lose the initial excitement of taking photos. The best photographers are motivated to take photos by specific rea-

sons. There can be more than one motivating reason, and they can change over time, but the important thing is to 

be aware of it. Let's say your motivation, as is one of mine, is to show the beauty of nature. If this is a goal you have 

in mind 

How to see 

When you're taking photos, it will help you to find more compelling shots. What is it about nature that amazes you? 

How does that amazement show itself to the eye? How can you capture that in the camera? How do you convey the 

emotion you feel to the people who will eventually see your photo? When is the best time to get that shot? Where 

should you be when you take the photo? Understanding the broad, motivating 'why' naturally leads you to the other 

questions that help you get the great shots you want. But remember, there is not only one 'why'. There will be many, 

and they will change over time. 

Why does one photographer walk by an opportunity that someone else turns into a magazine cover? How can you 

learn to see creatively? Your camera manual won' t answer these questions. But with the right tools and process, you 

can improve your photographic vision. 

 

Check out Sandra's website for more blogs and stories  

and also to view her award winning images  

SandraD Imagery - Photography Tours and Workshops, Travel and Fine Art Photography  

https://www.sandradimagery.com/ 

SandraDImagery@outlook.com.au 

Article by Sandra Dann 

https://www.sandradimagery.com/
mailto:SandraDImagery@outlook.com.au
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Time Travellers World Fair 2018 

Hosted by   Time Travellers World Fair 

Date   Sunday, June 24 at 10 AM - 4 PM 

Location  86 Menangle Rd, Menangle Park NSW  

Bringing together Steampunk, Medieval, Modern, Future & Past Time travellers. 

Smash 2018  

Hosted by  Share My Cosplay   http://www.sharemycosplay.com/ 

Dates     Sat 14  <> Sun 15 July - Starts 10:00 AM 

Location International Convention Centre ,Sydney - ICC Sydney 

Ticket Information - www.smash.org.au 

Supanova 2018 - Sydney  

Hosted by https://www.facebook.com/supanovaexpo/ 

Dates  Friday 15 June 2018 to Sunday 17 June 2018 

Supanova Comic Con & Gaming is a celebration of fandom, where the worlds of film and 

television, fantasy, comic books, anime, sci-fi, cartoons, books, gaming and collectables 

comes to life! 

Vivid Sydney 

Dates   Friday 25 May 2018 to Saturday 16 June 2018 

https://www.sydney.com/destinations/sydney/sydney-city/vivid-sydney  

https://www.facebook.com/TimeTravellersWorldFair/
http://www.sharemycosplay.com/
mailto:www.smash.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/supanovaexpo/
https://www.sydney.com/destinations/sydney/sydney-city/vivid-sydney
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Tuesday 22nd May 2018 - Competition Night 
Digital Closes: 20-05-2018 <> Prints Close: 22-05-2018 

 

Judge: Susan Buchanan 

The set subject for this month is; “Creative/Experimental”  

This month you have freedom to do whatever you want as long as you add a 

creative aspect in your image. You can think of double exposures, zoom or 

panning, a fabricated scene, composites, altered reality and painting with 

light. The possibilities are endless. The challenge for you is to try something 

new. That is why we added “Experimental” to the title. 

There are a few requirements though. All the elements used in the image 

must be the author’s own work. So it is not allowed to download someone 

else’s image or copy parts of it. If you need a landscape you have to photo-

graph a scene that fits the image. Same if you want to put a person in the 

image [which is always a good 

idea for some personal touch], 

get someone like a family 

member to model for you and 

dress the person up the way 

you want it. This part alone can 

be a lot of fun. 

 

You can use any image processing technique to construct or alter the image. The 

occasional use of existing creative effects, filters and brushes is allowed but most 

of the time you can avoid them all together by simply doing the effect yourself. 

Creating a creative image can be time consuming.  

Don’t leave it too late ! 
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Castle Hill RSL  

PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 

 

The Castle Hill RSL Photography Club was formed in 1994 as the Hills Photographic Society.  The club is an informative social 

club with friendly competitions, social outings and events and is one of the largest in Australia and has a current membership of 

around 270.  Members have a diverse range of experience and talent and are always willing to share their knowledge. 

 A strong point of the club is the emphasis on training, with a dedicated Training Coordinator who oversees all aspects of the 

club’s training program.  The main training events each year are a Getting to Know Your Camera day and Introduction to Editing 

images day, both held 3 times each year at a very reasonable cost.  Other workshops on intermediate and advanced photog-

raphy are held regularly depending on presenter availability. 

The club meets three times a month on the first, second and fourth Tuesdays at 7:30pm, 

unless otherwise stated, at the Castle Hill RSL Club 

Tel: 02 8858 4800 

www.castlehillrsl.com.au 

 

 

Our Monthly Program  

First Tuesday: Lecture night. 

An experienced photographer, artist or specialist talks about their style of work. 

Second Tuesday: Workshop night.  

A presentation of one individual members work in the form of a short 5 minute AV. 

A short presentation by an experienced club member on Photoshop tips and techniques.  

http://www.castlehillrsl.com.au/
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A workshop night where an experienced photographer talks about how they create their images. This is generally a very infor-

mal night where other members or visiting experts discuss issues of relevance with the presenter or other members. 

Fourth Tuesday: Competition Night. 

Members submit either digital images or prints to be judged by an independent external judge.  Awards issued to the member 

counts towards a yearly point score system and a trophy. The judge generally discusses the merits of each photo and provides 

comments on how improvements can be made. This is an excellent way to improve your photography. 

Competition Grading System 

The club has a competition grading system that is designed to allow the member to advance their skills so they can advance 

their photographic skills.  On attaining a standard assessed by the competition committee each year a member will be promot-

ed from B grade to A grade. Full details are available in the competition documents on the club website. 

Special Interest Groups 

The club also has a number of special interest groups (SIG’S) for portrait, landscape, audio visual and portfolio production that 

meet regularly during the year. Participation in these groups is open to any financial member of the club. 

Social Activities 

We have outings several times a year with the objective of improving your photography as well as meeting and socialising with 

other members.  

At the beginning of each year we publish our program for the next twelve months. The program varies every year and we try 

to have competition subjects that stretch members’ creative limits.  

The only equipment you require is a film or digital camera, and an interest in improving your photographic skills.  

The social side of the club is very important to us. We like to have fun and a chat during supper and after the meeting. 

Before you can become a member of the Castle Hill RSL Photography Club it is a prerequisite that you are a member of either 

the Castle Hill RSL or Parramatta RSL clubs. The membership application form for the Castle Hill RSL is available here or at the 

membership office of the club.  Unfortunately this means that members must be over the age of 18 so we are unable to accept 

junior members.  This is complicated by the fact that any club members involved in dealing with juniors would have to undergo 

a working with children check which is impractical for our club given the number of members this would require. 

Further details about the club and it’s activities can be found on the club’s website,  

https://www.chrslphotographyclub.org 

http://www.castlehillrsl.com.au/membership
https://www.chrslphotographyclub.org
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Castle Hill RSL Photography Club 

Castle Hill RSL Photography Club 

Atrium Castle Hill RSL 

Level 6, 77 Castle St 

Castle Hill, NSW 2154  
 

PO Box 25 

Castle Hill NSW 1765 
 

 

Viewpoint Contributions  

Viewpoint depends on them! 

If you have any articles that may be of interest to our members, please email them 
to: 
editor@chrslphotographyclub.org  
 

Articles could include: 

Camera hints, Photoshop hints, Holiday photography and/or Local Photo-shoots, 
awards, competitions, exhibitions, upcoming events, workshop and Lecture reports, 
recommended Book reviews, reports etc. 

Don’t be limited by this list. Anything that might interest photographers is accepta-
ble. 

Please send articles in Microsoft word or plain text format with photos attached as 
separate files. Submitted images should be a jpg file with a maximum size of 1mg to 
2mg.  

In order to ensure your article is included in the next newsletter, please submit it by 
the 20th of the month.  

DISCLAIMER: No responsibility is accepted by the Castle Hill RSL Photography Club (The Club) for the accuracy of any information contained in the text, 
photographs or advertisements in any issues of Viewpoint. Information contained within does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Club, nor does it 
infer endorsement by the club. 

Training Coordinator: 

Steve Castle 

training@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Membership Secretary: 

Michael Schwarcz 

membersec@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Webmaster 

Mal Hobson 

webmaster@chrslphotographyclib.org 

 

Enquiries Officer: 

Alia Naughton  

enquiries@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Magazine Editor: 

Rosa Doric (Chief) 

editor@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Hazel Hogarth (Deputy) 

editor@chrslphotographyclub.org 

Lecture Coordinator: 

Rick Logan 

lecture@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Competition Coordinator: 

Peter O’Brien 

competition@chrslphotographyclub.org  

 

Social Coordinator: 

Tom Brassil 

social@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Member Benefits Coordinator: 

Paul Sweatman  

benefits@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Publicity Coordinator: 

Julia Zhao 

publicity@chrslphotographyclub.org  

President: 

Roger King 

president@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Vice President: 

Graham Gard 

vpresident@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Immediate Past President: 

Jason Pang 

pastpresident@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Treasurer: 

Gordon Fagg 

treasurer@chrslphotographyclub.org 

 

Secretary: 

Pam Rhodes 

secretary@chrslphotographyclub.org 
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