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Newsletter of the Castle Hill RSL Photography Club

November 2011

President's Report

Hello Everyone,

It has been another busy month for the club and our hard
working committees with lots of work going into the
remainder of this yearés pro

With the final points score competitions upon us, things are
heating up. Good luck to everyone with the last few images
for the point score competition, and the Image of the Year
competition.

The finishing touches are being put into the end of year
presentation evening and dinner, which is shaping up to be
a great night for all. The night promises to be a exciting

event for both members and theirpart ner s. You
to miss out on this nigihnte so
down. Our thanks go out to all the businesses that are \
supporting the night through sponsorship and the donation )
of prizes. Please support these businesses where you can. \

Thanks to everyone who contributed images towards the entry for the Axholme competition.

The quality of the i mages was fantastic andj |
We have just received the results from the FCC Interclub and we were awarded Gold for

Colour Prints, Silver for Monochrome Prints and Silver for Small Prints. Well done to all

concerned. Individual scores can be obtained from Val or myself.

The intr oducProShow Goltl Warkshogow f fo ¢ u éudio gisua n
presentations has proven very popular with lots of members attending the day. We look
forward to seeing the results from the knowledge gained in the future. Thanks to Alia and
everyone who helped out by providing their time and expertise. Our club's success depends
on these members being prepared to share not only their knowledge but also their time.
Our lecture night presentation by Grand Master of Photography David Oliver o n Drdimatic

Lightingdowas informativeande nt er t ai ni ng. | 6m sur e hatugml t e cjhn
light both inside and outside the studio will inspire our members to explore new areas of

photography.

Well thatodés it for this mont h.

Remember you dondét take .a photograph, you mpaKk:
Robert Shelberg, President, CHRSLPC
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Competition Night "Print of the Month" Winners

Congratulations to the following members for their Prints of the
Month from our competition night held in September:

Lost and Found
lan English

Eyes on the Ball
lan Moore

Storm on Redcar Beach The Whisperer
Fred King Amelia Chen
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Weekday Outing Report: Watsons Bay

Watsons Bay & Hornby Lighthouse
walk - September 2011

Once again, a group of our members came together to
share a glorious day, this
walking along the Harbour cliff-tops and enjoying views
of the Harbour and surrounding beaches.

Watsons Bay is located on the southern head of the
entrance to Sydney Harbour. It is where Governor
Phillip first landed in Australia. It's also recognised as
Australia's oldest fishing village, having been
established in 1788. Remnants of the fishing village
remainwith littteit i nni eso | ined al
foreshore that serve as a reminder that fishing remains
a popular past time in the area. Many small craft still
float on the waters of the bay, with their ever-hopeful
fishermen/women aboard.

We decided to explore one of the two walking paths
from the wharf at Watsonb6és Bay, heading Nor
Lady Bay, and on to South Head to photograph around the Hornby Lighthouse. Thanks to

Greg Ting (one of our new and creative members) who brought along a swathe of red

fabric, we captured some lovely movement shots of the fabric billowing in the wind with

Sarah (another of our keen members) who was happy to pose as our model for the day.

Our next open weekday outing will be on Friday 18th November. Please check the club
reminder notice for details, or e-mail Deanna on deannab@bigpond.com. If any members
have photographs from our weekday outings that could be included in the outing reports,
please forward to me by email.  Thank you, Deanna.
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Urban Photography Outing Report

10" September 2011

We had a great turn out to the Urban Walk. We all met up at
Redfern Station at around 8.30am on the Saturday morning.
The first leg of the walk took us through the back streets of
Redfern down to the Carriage Works Markets at Eveleigh.
On the way there were a lot of colourful buildings including
terrace houses, people and graffiti to photograph.

| had never been to the Carriage Works Markets before but
let me tell you, | will be going there again. Not just for
photography but the variety of food there was wonderful. We
spent an hour there wandering around, stumbling on things
to photograph and to eat. There were some colourful
characters busking, including an old man with a fur hat
playing an accordion dressed up in what seemed to be
traditional attire.

The second leg of the walk took us through the back streets of Newtown where we
photographed some interesting shop fronts o
we found a magical old church and cemetery. Behind the cemetery was a large open park

filled with humans and their owners (dogs), people lazing about reading books and papers,
exercising, and just hanging out enjoying the sun.

Onward we continued to walk and photograph more buildings and graffiti until we ended up
back on King street for lunch. (We were quite hungry and thirsty by then).

We all enjoyed our lunch together which was a great way to end a great day
| hope you can make the next outing as we have such fun !

Jacci
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Member Profile: Judith Schwarcz

How and why did you start in photography?

| bought my first Digital SLR in 2008 when we
were going on a trip to Europe. | did a couple of
courses at local community colleges but | found
they did not go far enough and | wanted to learn
a lot more than what they offered.

What camera do you use and what is your
favourite lens at the moment ?

| have a Canon 7D which | damaged a week or
S0 ago after dropping it on a tiled floor at home.
I f eel |l ost without it
repaired. My favourite lens is my Canon Macro
100mm which | use whenever | have a little time
to spare.

What are your photographic goals ?

My goals are to improve my photographic skills
in any way possible. | aim to learn something
new every week and | often learn a lot by researching the internet. | would love to be able to
take less photos and be confident in the outcome but at the moment it is still a lot of trial
and error for me!

What does being a member of the CHRSL Photography Club mean to you?

| enjoy being a member of the club and learning from the other more experienced members
who are so generous in sharing their knowledge. | also look forward to having time in the
future to go on more of the outings as it is always more fun to go out with others with the
same interest.

Are you drawn to any one type of photography and why?

| am very interested in macro photography, mainly flowers. | am always amazed to see all

the intricate details through the macro lens that | would not normally notice and that makes

me appreciate the beauty of the subject even more. Macro photography is much more

difficult than | expected and if | could master it | would be very happy. | also enjoy

| andscape photography but | dondét al ways ha
shoot landscapes.
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Do you have a Aphotographic moment/ adventu

A couple of years ago | decided to go for a walk at Cremorne Point to take some photos. |
bent down under a tree to take a photo of the Harbour Bridge and when | stood up | hit my
head on a branch of the tree. This bump on the head cost me over $7000 in dental work
and oral surgery so | discovered photography can be a very expensive hobby indeed!

What has been your favourite holiday and travels?

After our trip to Europe and another to the US and Canada, | decided in future | would only
go on designated photography tours as | was so frustrated not being able to stay longer
than a few minutes to take photos of scenic places. Since then we have had trips to Lord
Howe and Fraser Islands with Darran Leal, as well as the Greek Islands with Nick Melidonis
which have all been wonderful and have satisfied my need to spend plenty of time taking
photos with groups of like-minded people.

Do you follow any sport or team or have a hobby?
| am not a sportsperson but | enjoy movies, live concerts and opera. Photography is the first
real hobby I have ever had.

What do you do in your "real" life?

| am a retired oncology/palliative care nurse
and | am very involved with my
grandchildren.

Do you have any suggestions for the

Photography Club ?
| remember someone suggesting it would

be beneficial to have special interest
groups within the club which sounds like a
good idea to me. However, | think the club
is well organized and there are plenty of
activities to keep members well informed
and motivated and | really appreciate the
work that the committee members and
others put in to achieve that.
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November Workshop

Hi Everyone,

At the November Workshop night there will be some interesting presentations.

Our Main Presentation wil/ be Jani e News wh
l'tds all about basic enhancementdsnehast h PS,
presented this about 10 times to various Sydney clubs so far, and it should be a good one.

After the break, we will have Gina King from Maxwell International Australia along to show
us the latest in LowePro bags and accessories.

Also, as announced last Workshop night, Peter Hogarth will bring along some tools and
show us how he makes picture frames.

Something for everyone!
See you there,

Bob Cook
Training Coordinator

Upcoming Full Day Club Workshops

Sunday 6 November: Introduction to Editing Images day.

A full day's training in either Photoshop, Photoshop Elements or Lightroom. Hands on
training in a small group setting. Cost $20 including lunch

Further details are on the club web site in the calendar. See the booking sheets at club

meetings to register.

Bob Cook
Training Coordinator
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Beauty Dish Experiment - Bob Cook

After seeing what Peter Coulson did with a simple Beauty Dish
at the recent Photographic Exhibition in Sydney, | thought I'd
have a go at making one for myself. | have a set of Bowens
esprit Gemini GM500 studio lights and this is what the Bowens
beauty dish looks like; a reflector dish with a centre disk that
mounts on the front of the Bowens light.

| figured that getting a dish would be relatively easy, but the main
challenge would be to be able to construct a suitable mounting
system that would be compatible with the Bowens S-type
speedring (a three lobed bayonet mounting system). But, as luck
would have it, this was relatively simple to manufacture. Bowens 75degree
Softlight Reflector
So, to start, | scrounged the $2 shops for a suitable dish. | found a white "melamine”
style dish that seemed to be suitable. But, when drilling some holes in this, it shattered
and so was discarded (there's a lesson here!). Then | decided to use a stainless steel
dish (stronger, less likely to break, but harder to work with and painting can be a
problem). | purchased a dish that was 340 mm in diameter and 70 mm deep with a nice
easy curve and a flat bottom. For the reflector that sits in front of the flash and modelling
lamps, | purchased a smaller dish that was 162 mm in diameter and 50 mm deep. Its
purpose is to stop direct light from the flash and modelling lamps and to reflect this light
back into the main dish. Then it was off to Bunnings to see what | could find to make the
speedring mounting, and the Gods did deliver! In the Plumbing section | found a
downpipe adapter that would do nicely. It was approximately 100 mm external diameter
and 93 mm internal with a 124 mm diameter flange for mounting. Add some 3/16"
threaded rod for mounting the small dish and we're there!

The stainless bowls, Profile of the main dish Profile of the downpipe
the downpipe adapter adapter
and threaded rod

Construction

The basic arrangement was to have the main dish mounted on the downpipe adapter

which acts as the speedring, the smaller dish mounts on threaded rod to sit inside the

main dish and forward of the flash and modelling lamps. Sufficient clearance has to be
provided so that the modelling lamp does not contact the smaller dish.

Starting with the main dish, | made a 90 mm hole in the centre of the bottom. This is the
diameter needed to clear the flash tube on my lamp. Then, | drilled three holes in the
flange of the downpipe adapter to allow me to pop rivet this to the main dish. | drilled
matching holes in the bottom of the main dish. Then | drilled three holes to be clearance
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sizes for the 3/16" threaded rod in the rim of the smaller dish and three matching holes
in the bottom of the main dish. Then came the tricky part, to manufacture three
rectangular "lugs"” that would attach to the downpipe adapter to form the bayonet fitting
for the Bowens light. After some thought, | constructed these from some scrap plastic
(PVC I think) that | had and shaped these to fit the size and profile of the lugs on some
of my other Bowens reflectors. These were then attached to the downpipe adapter
using small screws.

Once all of this was done, | attached the downpipe adapter to the main dish using pop
rivets. | cut and attached suitable sections of threaded rod to the small dish and

installed this as well. The final step was to spray the inside of the main disk with white
enamel paint (three coats).

Parts
Main Dish: 340 mm diameter x 70 mm deep stainless steel. Cost $8.95
Small Dish: 162 mm diameter x 50 mm deep stainless steel. Cost $4

Downpipe Adapter: From Bunnings. Pops - Downpipe Adapter Wide flange 100 mm. FL
4790014, 9314654041427, zinc-alume. $4.56

3/16" Threaded Rod: From Bunnings. 9310086591431, 3/16" x 24" $4

The Finished Object

Detail of the small reflector Detail of the rear speedring
dish mounting
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Testing
How well does the dish perform?

The first testing was done before | painted the inside of the main dish. The result was
S0-so with the dish generating a very direct donut-shaped light pattern and quite a hard
light. However, after painting the inside of the dish white, the light pattern was much
more diffused and acceptable.

Light pattern before
painting
Direct illumination Feathered illumination

Light pattern after painting

Direct illumination Feathered illumination

It can be seen from the above that painting the inside of the dish has resulted in less
light, but a more even light pattern and a softer light quality. This is all without a diffuser
or grid in front of the dish.

The light pattern above was taken with the light positioned 2 m from the background.
The photos of "Veronica" were taken with her approximately 1 m from the background
and the light was approximately 2 m from the subject. The photos showing Feathered
illumination, were with the dish pointed approximately 1 m to camera right of the
subject. The dish seems to provide a nice soft edge that will be very useful for
portraiture.
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Examining the "Light pattern after painting" image using Photoshop, | first converted the
image to Lab Colour. Then, using the Colour Picker tool set to a 31 x 31 pixel sample, |
measured the brightness values (i.e. the L value of the Lab Data) from the image at A, B
and C. This indicated that the brightness values show:

Position Brightness Relative f-stop
A 33% -0.6
B 52% 0
C 48% -0.1

Note: 100% brightness is absolute white

It can be see that, using the brightest part of the image (point B) as the reference, the
light is quite even across the main part (B-C) and drops off to be about half a stop down
as you approach point A (approximately 1.3 m from the centre).

| think the overall result was a very usable accessory for the overall cost of less than
$25 and some time.

Bob Cook

Training Coordinator
12 September 2011

Website Images Competition

You have all noticed the images that are at the top of the club web site. Well, it's time to
change these again to keep the web site looking fresh.

A competition has been set up to collect images for selection as the 2012 images.

Details are to be found on the web site in the Competitions area. Entries close 30
November.
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External Competitions

Maitland International Salon of Photography

Closing Date is 16 January 2012

http://users.hunterlink.net.au/~mbijjt/

31st Newcastle National Exhibition of Photography
Closing date is 23 January 2012

http://www.a-p-s.org.au/index.php?option=com content&view=article&id=542:comp-
schedules&catid=99&Itemid=403

The Forty T Third Ballarat National Photographic Exhibition

Closing date is 26 October 2011

This is a Print Exhibition. Entry forms can be found at:
http://ballaratcameraclub.org.au/ballarat nationals

The Centre for Fine Art Photography
Closing date is 16 November 2011

http://c4fap.org/cfe/2012Home/index.asp

37th Smethwick International
Closing date is 24 November 2011

http://www.smethwickphotodgraphic.co.uk/spsint/index.htm
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General Information

Art Wolfe _ _ _
For anyone interested in fungi
Lectures & Workshops in Australia photography:
March 2012

http://open.abc.net.au/projects/water-is-
60kn5vc/posts/a-man-with-a-healthy-
fetish-60ht8ri

http://denisglennon.com/art-wolfe-
lectures-seminars/

Photography Dictionary: C

Camera Shake: unintentional (usually) movement of the camera during exposure-
causes blurring of the image.

Candid Pictures: Non-posed pictures of people, often taken without the subject’s
knowledge. These usually appear more natural and relaxed than posed pictures.

CC: Constructive Critique (term used on P4P). When someone tells you what's wrong
with your perfect image.

Changing bag: a light-tight bag with sleeves to allow safe handling of light-sensitive
photographic materials.

Circle of confusion: Size of smallest detail that can be distinguished from a viewing
distance of 250 mm: usually taken as spot or circle with diameter 0.25mm. * Strictly, circle
of confusion is size of spot that cannot be distinguished from true point at a viewing
distance of 250 mm. Any image detail smaller than 0.25mm in a well illuminated subject
cannot be distinguished by normal unaided eye at distance of 250 mm: therefore detail
finer than this is not required in final print. This figure is used as basis in lens designs;
when calculating depth of field tables and determining screen sizes in printing.

Close-up: A picture taken with the subject close to the camera-usually less than two or
three feet away, but it can be as close as a few inches.

Close-up Attachments: Accessories such as a close-up lens, bellows, or extension tube,
which enable the camera to focus closer than normal.

Colour Balance: How a colour film reproduces the colours of a scene. Colour films are
made to be exposed by light of a certain colour quality such as daylight or tungsten.
Colour balance also refers to the reproduction of colours in colour prints, which can be
altered during the printing process.
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Contact Us

Castle Hill RSL Photography Club
Atrium Castle Hill RSL
Level 6, 77 Castle Street

PO Box 25
Castle Hill NSW 1765

Castle Hill www.chrslphotographyclub.org
enquiries@chrslphotographyclub.org
President Social Coordinator
Robert Shelberg Jacci Schipp

president@chrsiphotographyclub.org

Vice President
Graham Gard
vpresident@chrslphotographyclub.org

Treasurer
Mal Hobson
treasurer@chrslphotographyclub.org

Secretary
Joyce Goode
secretary@chrslphotographyclub.org

Program & Meeting Coordinator
Rod Murphy
progcoordinator@chrslphotographyclub.org

social@chrslphotographyclub.org

Enquiries Officer
Mary Spence
enquiries@chrsiphotographyclub.org

Benefits Coordinator

Aaran Hayden
benefits@chrsiphotographyclub.org

Publicity Coordinator
Steve James
pubcoordinator@chrslphotographyclub.org

Training Coordinator
Bob Cook
training@chrslphotographyclub.org

Competition Coordinator
Val Fenbow
compcoordinator@chrslphotographyclub.org

Membership Secretary
Michael Schwarcz
membersec@chrsiphotographyclub.org

Newsletter Contributions

If you have any articles that may be of interest to our members, please email them to
editor@chrslphotographyclub.org. They can be technical, Photoshop, arty, recent
holiday shots, awards or anything that you would like to share.

Please send articles in Microsoft word or plain text format with photos attached as
separate files. Submitted images should be a jpg file with a maximum resolution of 1920

x 1080 pixels (same as for the competition).

In order to ensure your article is included in the next newsletter, please ensure it is

submitted by the 15th of the month.
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